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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

There  has  been  no  dramatic  change  in  the  nature  and  character  of  the  School  Health  Service  during 
the  year  1954,  but  there  has  been  a slow  and  sure  change  in  the  nature  of  the  service  which  was  originally 
begun  as  a School  Medical  Service  and  is  now  becoming  accepted  as  a School  Health  Service.  The  aim 
of  the  service  is  to  see  that  the  school  child  is  best  able  to  benefit  from  the  education  which  is  provided 
for  him. 

The  school  population  has  increased  considerably  over  the  past  few  years  and  the  time  is  arriving 
when  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  additional  dental  officers  if  the 
dental  service  is  to  be  maintained  even  at  its  present  level.  It  was  not  possible  to  offer  inspection  or  treat- 
ment, to  7,000  children. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  physiotherapy  are  restricted 
to  care  in  the  hospitals,  out-patient  departments,  and,  in  a few  cases,  to  the  homes,  but  not  in  the  schools. 
It  does  not  seem  likely  that  it  will  ever  be  possible  for  each  school  to  have  on  its  staff  a physical  training 
teacher  specially  experienced  in  remedial  work,  so  a school  physiotherapist  should  be  appointed  to  deal 
with  this  work  in  the  school  clinics  and  the  schools.  The  large  majority  of  children  who  would  be  dealt 
with  by  a school  physiotherapist  are  suffering  from  minor  orthopaedic  defects  such  as  poor  posture, 
incipient  flat  foot,  hallux  valgus,  etc.  These  defects  are  important  not  only  in  relation  to  the  present 
health  of  the  child,  but  more  particularly  so  at  the  time  when  he  leaves  school  and  has  to  go  out  to 
employment. 

With  regard  to  the  more  severely  handicapped  children  much  progress  has  now  been  made  and  the 
big  majority  of  Herefordshire  children  of  these  particular  categories,  whose  parents  have  given  their  consent, 
are  now  receiving  special  educational  treatment.  The  two  residential  special  schools  have  been  function- 
ing to  capacity.  The  opening  of  the  Uplands  residential  special  school  for  delicate  children  has  met  a 
real  need. 

During  the  year  the  Child  Guidance  Service  began  to  function  as  a comprehensive  service.  The 
Psychiatrist  on  loan  from  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  provided  the  expert  medical  opinion, 
and  the  Educational  Psychologist  dealt  with  the  psychological  problems,  the  home  background  histories 
were  given  in  the  first  part  of  the  year  by  a Health  Visitor,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  she  was  replaced 
by  a Social  Worker  within  the  authority’s  arrangements  for  child  guidance.  The  progress  of  this  rather 
mixed  team  will  be  watched  with  interest. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  autumn  term,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  local  authority 
offered  B.C.G.  vaccination,  subject  to  the  necessary  preliminary  tests  and  to  obtaining  parental  consent, 
to  school  children  who  were  aged  13  years.  The  tuberculin  testing  and  actual  vaccinations  are  carried 
out  by  members  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  department  who  visit  the  school  and  apply  a skin  test  to  those 
children  whose  parents  consent.  Three  days  later  the  children  are  seen  again  and  those  producing  negative 
results  are  vaccinated. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  arrangements  had  been  made  at  the  end  of  the  year  that  out 
of  182  schools,  some  176  schools  would  receive  designated  milk,  either  pasteurised  or  tuberculin  tested, 
only  5 receive  undesignated  milk,  and  only  one  school  would  thus  be  without  a supply  of  liquid  milk. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  to  my  colleagues 
in  the  Education  Department  for  their  unfailing  co-operation  and  help,  and  to  all  the  school  teachers 
for  their  continuing  regard  for  the  health  of  the  school  child,  and  especially  to  the  professional  and  clerical 
staff  of  the  department. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  S.  COOKSON, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 

February , 1955. 
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County  Health  Department 
35,  Bridge  Street, 
Hereford. 


STAFF 


Principal  School  Medical  Officer — 

J.  S.  Cookson,  M.A.,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Barrister-at-Law. 

School  Medical  Officers — 

*W.  Hogg,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

*R.  T.  Thomson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Violet  L.  de  A.  Hickson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

*1.  F.  Mackenzie,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

J.  G.  Hunt,  M.B.B.S.,  M.M.S.A. 

Isobel  R.  S.  Troup,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (appointed  1/7/54). 
* Also  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Principal  School  Dental  Officer — 

O.  S.  Bennett,  L.D.S. 

School  Dental  Officers — 

L.  H.  Challenger,  L.D.S. 

Miss  J.  Rothera,  L.D.S. 

Dental  Attendants — 

Miss  K.  E.  Walker. 

Mrs.  B.  G.  M.  Davies. 

Miss  O.  L.  Kirton  (Resigned  31/3/54). 

Mrs.  D.  D.  Herbert. 

Educational  Psychologist — 

H.  J.  F.  Taylor,  M.A. 


Social  Wvrker — Child  Guidance — 

Mrs.  S.  M.  H.  Davies  (appointed  3/8/54). 

Speech  Therapist — 

Miss  J.  A.  Goodman,  L.G.S.T.  (Resigned  31/8/54). 

Miss  E.  J.  Coxhead,  L.G.S.T.  (appointed  16/8/54). 

Miss  I.  W.  Hastings,  L.C.S.T.  (appointed  1/10/54). 

Superintendent  Nursing  Officer — 

Miss  E.  O.  Roberts,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.,  M.T.D. 

There  are  two  Assistants  and  one  Deputy  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer. 

School  Nurses — 

The  establishment  of  sixty  Nurses  in  the  County  carry  out  the  School  Nursing  in  addition 
to  their  other  duties,  also,  there  is  an  establishment  of  thirteen  full-time  Health  Visitors 
who  devote  half  of  their  time  to  School  Nursing  duties,  principally  in  the  urban  areas. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  Schools  177 

Number  of  Pupils  18,457 


Regulations  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  require  a general  medical  inspection  of  every  pupil 
on  not  less  than  three  occasions  at  appropriate  intervals  during  the  period  of  his  compulsory  school  age 
and  other  medical  inspections  of  any  pupil  on  such  occasions  as  may  be  necessary  or  desirable. 

Routine  examinations  of  children  in  the  follow1  ng  groups  were  made  during  the  year  : 

Primary. 

1st  Age  Group.  Entrants,  i.e.,  Children  admitted  for  the  first  time  to  a primary  school. 

Other  Group.  Additional  inspection  at  the  age  of  8 years.  (Children  born  in  1946.) 

Secondary. 

2nd  Age  Group.  Secondary  entrants — during  their  first  year  in  the  secondary  school. 

3rd  Age  Group.  Leavers — during  their  last  year  in  school. 

Other  children  inspected  were  : 

Specials.  Children  not  due  for  routine  examination  but  who  are  specially  presented  for  examination 
when  some  defect  is  suspected. 

Re-examinations.  Children  who,  at  a previous  inspection,  were  found  to  have  some  defect  requiring 
treatment  or  observation. 


(A)  Periodic  Medical  Examinations — 

Primary.  1st  Age  Group  2,065 

Other  Group 1,650 

Total 3,715 

Secondary.  2nd  Age  Group  1,519 

3rd  Age  Group  1,007 

Total 2,526 

Total  Pupils  examined  6,241 

(B)  Other  (Non-Periodic)  Examinations — 

Special  Examinations.  Primary  1,609 

Secondary  556 

Total 2,165 

Re-Examinations.  Primary  2,066 

Secondary  351 

Total 2,417 


TABLE  I. — Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require  treatment 
(excluding  malnutrition,  dental  diseases  and  infestation  with  vermin). 


Group 

For  defective 
vision  ( excluding 
squint) 

For  any  other 
condition 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

Primary. 

1st  Age  Group 

59 

346 

403 

Other  Group 

95 

216 

300 

Total  

154 

562 

703 

Secondary. 

2nd  Age  Group 

86 

143 

216 

3rd  Age  Group 

62 

94 

149 

Total  

148 

237 

365 

Grand  Total 

302 

799 

1068 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Tables  III  and  IV  show  the  number  of  defects  which  were  found  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  to 
require  treatment  or  observation. 

When  a child  needs  special  investigation  or  treatment  (other  than  an  ophthalmic  examination)  the 
family  doctor  is  consulted  before  any  arrangements  are  made.  The  Doctor  is  given  the  opportunity  of 
making  arrangements  himself  or  to  agree — by  a reply  or  in  the  absence  of  a reply — that  an  appointment 
be  made  by  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer.  A copy  of  any  report  received  is  forwarded  to  the  patient’s 
own  doctor. 

This  scheme  is  working  well  and  results  in  harmonius  relations  between  the  School  Medical  Officer 
and  family  doctor. 

Skin  Diseases. 

The  combined  incidence,  to  a degree  which  requires  immediate  treatment,  of  the  common  contagious 
skin  diseases  (Ringworm,  Scabies  and  Impetigo)  was  1.1  cases  per  1,000  children  examined.  This  shows 
an  increase  of  0.5  cases  per  1,000  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

125  children  suffering  from  these  diseases  received  treatment  at  the  Authority’s  minor  ailment  clinics. 

Where  recommended,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  family  doctor,  children  are  referred  for  examination 
by  the  Dermatologist  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 

Defective  Vision. 

371  or  4.4%  of  the  children  examined  were  found  to  require  treatment  compared  with  286  or  3.2% 
in  the  previous  year. 

Spectacles  were  prescribed  in  481  cases.  567  children  received  spectacles  during  the  year  but  this 
number  includes  those  who,  although  recommended  for  spectacles  in  1953,  did  not  receive  them  until  1954. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Kington,  Hereford,  Ledbury,  Leominster  and  Ross-on-Wye  and  after  the  child’s 
examination  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  parents  may  obtain  spectacles,  if  necessary,  from  any  recognised 
dispensing  optician. 

There  is  a choice  of  frames  which  can  be  supplied,  with  lenses,  free  of  charge.  If  frames  of  a better 
quality  are  selected,  a charge  is  made.  If  the  child  has  no  spectacle  case  one  is  provided  free. 

Forms  for  the  replacement  or  repair  of  glasses  were  issued  on  behalf  of  158  children.  There  is  no 
charge  made  to  the  parent  for  the  repair  of  spectacles  in  the  “ free  ” range  but  a charge  is  made  towards 
the  cost  of  repairs  or  replacement  of  any  other  type.  The  Local  Executive  Council  may  make  a charge 
against  the  Local  Education  Authority  if  the  loss  or  damage  is  due  to  negligence. 


Squint. 

8.3  per  1,000  of  the  children  examined  required  treatment  as  compared  with  10.0  per  1,000  in  1953. 

Children  are  called  for  examination  to  the  Victoria  Eye  Hospital,  Hereford,  Kington  Cottage  Hospital, 
Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital,  Leominster  and  District  Hospital  and  the  Ross-on-Wye  Cottage  Hospital. 
Operative  treatment  is  carried  out  at  the  Victoria  Eye  Hospital. 

The  Orthoptist  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  attends  this  hospital  and  cases  are 
measured  orthoptically  before  the  surgeon  decides  whether  or  not  to  operate.  After  operation  children  are 
measured  again  to  determine  the  success  of  the  operation.  590  children  were  examined  and  measured 
by  the  orthoptist  and  173  received  orthoptic  treatment. 

63  children  are  known  to  have  received  operative  treatment  on  account  of  squint.  Details  are  given 
in  Table  IX. 


Colour  Vision. 


A colour  vision 
or  4.2%  were  found 


survey  was  made  of  children  in  the  3rd  Age  Group  and  948  pupils  were  tested, 
to  have  defective  colour  vision,  and  are  divided  into  the  following  categories  : 

Boys.  Girls. 


Total  colour  blindness  — — 

Red/Green  blindness,  complete  7 3 

Red/Green  blindness,  incomplete  8 3 

Red  blindness  — — 

Green  blindness  13  — 

Indeterminate  ......  4 1 
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Defective  Hearing. 

The  number  of  children  recommended  for  treatment  was  4.6  per  1,000  of  those  examined  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  5.7  per  1,000  in  1953. 

Children  found  to  have  defective  hearing  are  called  for  examination  by  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Specialist  who  arranges  an  audimetric  test  where  necessary. 

If,  as  a result  of  an  audimetric  examination,  special  educational  treatment  is  indicated,  children  are 
supplied  with  hearing  aids  where  considered  advantageous.  5 boys  and  1 girl  were  classified  as  partially 
deaf  pupils  during  the  year. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  child  in  a normal  hearing  environment  and  teachers  are  told  that  cases 
should  sit  in  front  of  the  class  and  be  allowed  to  turn  their  best  ear  towards  the  teacher  and  be  in  full  view 
of  the  teacher’s  mouth. 

Ear  Disease. 

The  incidence  of  chronic  supperative  otitis  media  found  to  require  treatment  was  4.7  cases  per  1,000 
children  examined.  This  shows  an  increase  of  1.2  cases  per  1,000  when  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
Children  are  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Specialist  at  the  General  Hospital,  Hereford,  and  any 
necessary  treatment  is  then  arranged. 

Adenoids  and  Tonsils. 

TABLE  II. — This  shows  comparison  between  1954,  1953  and  1952. 


Tear 

Children 

examined 

Requiring 
surgical  treatment 

Requiring 

observation 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

1954 

8406 

172 

2.0 

872 

10.3 

1953 

8801 

207 

2.4 

621 

7.1 

1952 

7855 

179 

2.3 

486 

6.2 

Throughout  the  year  the  practice  of  referring  cases  to  the  ear,  nose  and  throat  specialist  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Hereford,  has  continued,  or,  if  the  parents  prefer,  to  the  hospital  nearest  their  home. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  in-patient  accommodation  at  the  Hereford  Hospitals,  the  arrangements 
whereby  children  can  be  treated  by  the  same  surgeon  at  the  Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital  have  been  continued. 
Where  parents  are  agreeable,  children  are  conveyed  by  ambulance  from  Hereford  to  the  hospital  and  direct 
to  their  homes  on  discharge. 

Orthopaedic. 

[a)  Posture — The  incidence  of  children  suffering  from  postural  defects  which  required  treatment  was 

2.6  per  1,000  of  those  examined  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  2.7  per  1,000  in  1953. 

( b ) Flat  Foot — The  incidence  rate  for  children  suffering  from  flat  foot  and  recommended  for  treatment 

was  9.0  per  1,000  as  compared  with  8.9  per  1,000  during  1953. 

Orthopaedic  treatment  is  provided  at  clinics  held  at  Hereford,  Ledbury,  Leominster  and  Ludlow. 
Urgent  cases  are  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Specialist  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford. 
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INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 


The  situation  regarding  cleanliness  of  school  children  remains  very  much  the  same.  The  method 
adopted  for  examination  and  control  of  infestation  was  carried  out  on  the  same  lines  as  commenced  in  1949, 
namely  the  “concentration  ” method  by  which  children  are  inspected  once  early  in  each  term  unless  found 
to  require  further  attention. 

In  the  County  area  exclusion  is  for  three  days  and  instruction  given  by  the  Health  Visitor  for  home 
treatment. 

In  the  City  area  exclusion  is  for  three  days,  but  the  parent  is  notified  to  take  the  child  to  the  Clinic 


where  treatment  is  carried  out. 

Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  by  Nurses  during  the  year  6.9 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  Schools  by  the  School  Nurses  or  other  authorised 

persons  49,210 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  592 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section 

54  (2)  Education  Act,  1944)  Nil. 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section 

54  (3)  Education  Act,  1944)  Nil. 


TABLE  III  —PERIODIC  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

A return  of  (a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment. 

( b ) Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  observation  but  not  requiring  specific  medical 
treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  treatment 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  observation 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Skin 

68 

45 

113 

79 

44 

123 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

154 

148 

302 

234 

255 

489 

(b)  Squint 

49 

7 

56 

53 

10 

63 

(c)  Other 

26 

20 

46 

25 

22 

47 

Ears  (a)  Hearing  

19 

8 

27 

39 

27 

66 

( b ) Otitis  Media 

32 

3 

35 

49 

22 

71 

(c)  Other 

21 

19 

40 

42 

13 

55 

Nose  or  Throat 

144 

33 

177 

584 

123 

707 

Speech 

13 

2 

15 

50 

8 

58 

Cervical  Glands 

5 

— 

5 

130 

38 

168 

Heart  and  Circulation 

18 

8 

26 

47 

24 

71 

Lungs 

33 

5 

38 

104 

36 

140 

Developmental — (a)  Hernia 

13 

— 

13 

14 

3 

17 

(b)  Other 

5 

9 

14 

15 

37 

52 

Orthopaedic — (<2)  Posture  .... 

9 

8 

17 

93 

87 

180 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

41 

22 

63 

224 

127 

351 

(c)  Other  

41 

27 

68 

239 

118 

357 

Nervous  System — (a)  Epilepsy  

6 

— 

6 

6 

5 

11 

(b)  Other 

11 

2 

13 

4 

3 

7 

Psychological — (a)  Development 

17 

2 

19 

38 

15 

53 

(b)  Stability 

17 

3 

20 

112 

24 

136 

Other 

44 

18 

62 

79 

37 

116 
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TABLE  IV.— SPECIAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


A return  of  (a)  Defects  found  to  require  reatment. 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  “observation”  but  not  requiring  specific  medical 
treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Number  of  Defects 
requiring  treatment 

M 

requ 

imber  of  Defects 
iring  observation 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Primary 

Secondary 

Total 

Skin 

13 

5 

18 

14 

6 

20 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

47 

22 

69 

105 

45 

150 

(/;)  Squint 

10 

4 

14 

21 

1 

22 

(c)  Other 

8 

4 

12 

18 

3 

21 

Ears  (a)  Hearing  

9 

3 

12 

23 

4 

27 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

4 

1 

5 

4 

9 

13 

(c)  Other 

4 

4 

8 

9 

2 

11 

Nose  or  Throat 

43 

2 

45 

255 

40 

295 

Speech 

2 

2 

4 

26 

3 

29 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

— 

— 

53 

1 

54 

Heart  and  Circulation 

4 

4 

8 

14 

7 

21 

Lungs 

7 

3 

10 

30 

12 

42 

Developmental — (a)  Hernia 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

(b)  Other 

1 

— 

1 

9 

3 

12 

Orthopaedic — (a)  Posture  .... 

2 

3 

5 

51 

26 

77 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

9 

4 

13 

83 

26 

109 

(c)  Other  

15 

9 

24 

73 

26 

99 

Nervous  System — (a)  Epilepsy 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

(b)  Other 

1 

3 

4 

5 

— 

5 

Psychological — (a)  Development 

8 

2 

10 

18 

3 

21 

(b)  Stability 

4 

1 

5 

22 

2 

24 

Other 

10 

2 

12 

61 

9 

70 

TABLE  V. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  inspected  during  the  year  in  the  Age  Groups. 


Age  Groups 

Number 

Pupils 

Inspected 

A 

(Goc 

)d) 

B 

(Fail 

■) 

C 

(Poc 

,r) 

No. 

O/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Primary 

1st  Age  Group 

2065 

432 

20.9 

1557 

75.4 

76 

3.7 

Other  Group 

1650 

350 

21.2 

1255 

76.1 

45 

2.7 

Total 

3715 

782 

21.0 

2812 

75.7 

121 

3.3 

Secondary 

2nd  Age  Group 

1519 

439 

28.9 

1034 

68.1 

46 

3.0 

3rd  Age  Group 

1007 

369 

36.6 

625 

62.1 

13 

1.3 

Total  

2526 

808 

32.0 

1659 

65.7 

59 

2.3 

Grand  Total  

6241 

1590 

25.5 

4471 

71.6 

180 

2.9 

Total  for  1953 

6740 

1691 

25.1 

4704 

69.8 

345 

5.1 
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TABLE  VI.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Eye  Diseases  treated  as  Minor 

Ailments). 


1 

Number  of  Pupils  dealt  with  during  the  year 

- 

Under 

Arr 

he  Authority 5 
angements 

Otherwise 

Total 

Primary 

Secon- 

dary 

Total 

Primary 

Secon- 

dary 

Total 

Primary 

Secon- 

dary 

Total 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Errors  of  Refraction  and  Squint 
(other  than  Orthopaedic  and 
Operative  treatment)  

127 

110 

230 

337 

357 

447 

20 

26 

19 

35 

39 

61 

147 

136 

249 

372 

396 

508 

Other  Defects  or  Diseases  of  the 

Eyes 

12 

16 

9 

11 

21 

27 

12 

4 

5 

7 

17 

11 

24 

20 

14 

18 

38 

38 

Total 

139 

126 

239 

348 

378 

474 

32 

30 

24 

42 

56 

72 

171 

156 

263 

390 

434 

546 

Spectacles 

Number  of  children  for  whom 
spectacles  were  : 

(a)  prescribed 

64 

55 

120 

186 

184 

241 

11 

16 

10 

19 

21 

35 

75 

71 

130 

205 

205 

276 

*(b)  obtained 

79 

78 

131 

226 

210 

304 

10 

15 

9 

19 

19 

34 

89 

93 

140 

245 

229 

338 

Total  number  of  attendances  of 
pupils  for  treatment 

204 

187 

317 

471 

521 

658 

39 

35 

29 

48 

68 

83 

243 

222 

346 

519 

589 

741 

* These  figures  include  cases  carried  forward  from  1953. 


TABLE  VII.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT 


Number  c 

f Pupils  dealt  with  during 

the  year 

Under 

Arr 

'he  Authority \ 
angements 

s- 

Otheru 

nse 

r 

Total 

Primary 

Sec 

dm 

on- 

y 

To 

tal 

Prin 

7 ary 

Sec 

dm 

on- 

ry 

To 

tal 

Prir 

nary 

Sec 

da 

on- 

ry 

Tc 

dal 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Received  operative  treatment  for  : 

(a)  Enlarged  adenoids  

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

11 

1 

7 

11 

7 

11 

1 

1 

8 

12 

( b ) Unhealthy  tonsils  

4 

5 

- — 

4 

5 

8 

2 

— 

— 

8 

2 

12 

7 

— 

— 

12 

7 

( c ) Adenoids  and  tonsils 

142 

120 

19 

21 

161 

141 

63 

56 

12 

8 

75 

64 

205 

176 

31 

29 

236 

205 

(d)  Other  nose  and  throat 
conditions 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

5 

5 

5 

2 

3 

4 

8 

6 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

9 

10 

7 

6 

16 

16 

100 

87 

31 

36 

131 

123 

109 

97 

38 

42 

147 

139 

Total 

157 

135 

28 

29 

185 

164! 

181 

158 

45 

47 

226 

205 

338 

293 

73 

76 

411 

369 
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TABLE  VIII.— TREATMENT  OF  EAR  DEFECTS 


In  addition  to  the  number  of  Ear  Defects  shown  in  Table  X as  having  received  treatment  as  Minor 
Ailments,  13  children  were  admitted  to  Hospital  for  treatment  on  account  of  the  following  defects. 


Prin 

mry 

Secondary 

Total 

11 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Under  the  Authority's  arrangements — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Otherwise — 

Mastoid  

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Otitis  Media 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Miscellaneous 

2 

3 

— 

2 

2 

5 

Total 

4 

5 

2 

2 

6 

7 

TABLE  IX.— OPERATIVE  TREATMENT  FOR  SQUINT 

During  the  year  it  is  known  that  the  undermentioned  children  received  operations  on  account  of 
squint.  Cases  mentioned  in  this  Table  have  not  been  included  in  the  Table  dealing  with  Defective  Vision 
and  Squint. 


Primary 

Secot 

idary 

Total 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Under  the  Authority’s  arrangements 

14 

6 

4 

1 

18 

7 

Otherwise  

23 

9 

4 

2 

27 

11 

Total 

37 

15 

8 

3 

45 

18 

MINOR  AILMENT  CLINICS 

Throughout  the  County  there  are  four  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  which  are  situated  at  the  following 
addresses  (details  are  also  given  as  to  times  of  opening)  : — 


Hereford  Town  Hall  Annexe,  St.  Owen  Street,  Hereford. 

Monday  to  Saturday,  10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Medical  Officer  attends  on  Monday  and  Thursday  each  week. 

Kingstone Kingstone  Camp,  Clehonger,  Hereford. 

Tuesday  and  Friday,  10  a.m. — 11  a.m.  (during  school  term). 
Medical  Officer  attends  on  Tuesday  each  week. 

Leominster  Hospital  Hut,  Leominster  and  District  Hospital,  Leominster. 

Monday  and  Friday,  10  a.m. — 11  a.m.  (during  school  term). 
Medical  Officer  attends  on  Friday  each  week. 

Ross-on-Wye  Chepstow  House,  Ross-on-Wye. 

Monday  and  Thursday,  10  a.m. — 11  a.m.  (during  school  term). 
Medical  Officer  attends  on  Monday  each  week. 


Owing  to  a decrease  in  the  number  of  children  attending  the  Hunderton  Minor  Ailments  Clinic  it 
was  decided  to  close  this  Clinic  at  the  end  of  the  summer  term. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  Autumn  term  a Health  Visitor  has  visited  the  Hunderton  C.P.  School, 
Hereford,  every  Tuesday  morning  to  deal  with  minor  ailments.  St.  Martins  School,  Hereford,  and  the 
Secondary  Modern  School,  Ross-on-Wye,  are  visited  every  Wednesday  morning.  These  three  schools 
have  the  necessary  special  equipment. 
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TABLE  X —TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS. 


Number  of  defects  treated , 
or  under  treatment  during 
the  year 

Type  of  Defect 

At 

Authority's 

Minor 

Ailment 

Clinics 

Other- 

wise 

Total 

Skin — 

Ringworm — 

(1)  Scalp  

1 

1 

2 

(2)  Body 

12 

I 

13 

Scabies 

4 

2 

6 

Impetigo 

108 

1 

109 

Other  Skin  Diseases  

100 

59 

159 

Eye  Disease — 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding 
errors  of  refraction,  squint  and 
cases  admitted  to  Hospital) 

112 

9 

121 

Ear  Defects — 

(Excluding  treatment  in  Hospital)  

72 

57 

129 

Miscellaneous — 

(Minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  etc.) 

2387 

393 

2780 

Total 

2796 

523 

3319 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority’s  Minor  Ailment  Clinics 


4,815 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  offered  at  the  school  medical  inspections  on  the  child  first  commencing 
attendance  at  school  at  five  years  of  age,  either  a full  course  of  two  or  three  injections,  or  a single  reinforcing 
injection  when  the  child  has  been  immunised  in  infancy.  This  service  is  again  offered  when  the  child 
reaches  nine  years  of  age. 

During  the  year  1954,  diphtheria  immunisation  sessions  were  held  at  school  medical  inspections  in  162 
maintained  and  5 private  schools  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Education  Authority.  Notices  regarding  this 
service,  embodying  form  of  consent,  were  forwarded  to  the  parents  of  3,397  children  in  the  age  groups 
of  5 and  9,  and  treatment  at  the  school  was  accepted  in  respect  of  2,576  children,  an  acceptance  rate  of 
76%.  Of  these,  413  children  had  not  been  previously  immunised  and  were  given  the  full  course  of  2 or  3 
injections,  and  2,163  children  were  given  a single  reinforcing  injection.  In  addition,  31  primary  immunisa- 
tions and  169  reinforcing  injections  were  administered  to  children  of  school  age  by  general  medical 
practitioners  and  at  minor  ailment  clinics  and  infant  welfare  centres. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  scheme  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  during  1954  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified  in  the  area  of  the  Local  Education  Authority. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  SCHOOL  DENTAL  OFFICER 

Continued  inability  to  appoint  additional  dental  staff  has  handicapped  the  Council’s  Dental  Service 
throughout  the  year.  The  present  staff  of  three  full-time  officers  cannot  meet  the  dental  requirements 
of  over  18,000  schoolchildren,  and  the  position  is  further  exacerbated  by  the  high  caries  incidence  observed 
at  the  present  time.  A staff  of  six  full-time  dental  officers  is  required  to  provide  a satisfactory  comprehensive 
service. 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  statistics  given  below  that  it  was  not  possible  to  provide  routine  dental 
inspection  and  treatment  for  over  7,000  children  attending  maintained  primary  and  secondary  schools, 
a position  which  must  be  regarded  as  serious.  When  it  is  possible  to  inspect  these  children,  more  of  the  dental 
officers  time  will  be  required  to  render  them  dentally  fit,  and  it  is  thus  seen  that  the  period  between  routine 
inspections  is  further  prolonged.  It  is  of  interest  to  compare  the  number  of  appointments  required  to 
complete  a child’s  treatment  over  the  past  three  years,  having  regard  to  staffing  difficulties  and  higher 
incidence  of  caries.  In  1952  an  average  of  1.3  appointments  were  required,  the  figure  for  1953  and  1954 
being  1.48  and  1.6  respectively.  There  are  indications  that  this  upward  trend  has  not  yet  been  arrested. 

The  percentage  of  appointments  kept  to  appointments  made  is  82,  which  is  quite  a satisfactory  figure 
having  regard  to  illness,  school  holidays,  examinations,  inclement  weather,  etc. 

Children  requiring  specialised  treatment  have  continued  to  be  referred  to  a Senior  Hospital  Dental 
Officer  of  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  the  County  Hospital,  Hereford.  Similarly  those 
requiring  radiological  investigation  are  referred  to  this  hospital. 

The  Council’s  Dental  Officers  inspected  10,754  children  in  the  course  of  routine  school  inspection, 
and  789  were  inspected  as  specials  at  casual  clinics.  Unfortunately  the  number  of  specials  continues  to 
rise,  and  they  are  beginning  to  present  a problem,  in  so  far  as  they  occupy  time  which  could  be  utilised 
in  a more  constructive  manner.  5,935  children  were  referred  for  treatment,  the  number  actually  treated 
being  3,537.  The  acceptance  rate  is  60%. 

The  tabilated  statistics  given  below  show  a total  of  3,270  fillings  were  inserted  in  permanent  teeth,  and 
8 in  the  deciduous  dentition.  Permanent  teeth  extracted  totalled  664,  the  figure  for  deciduous  teeth  being 
3,799.  Nitrous-oxide  and  oxygen  were  administered  on  351  occasions  for  extraction  of  teeth.  Other 
operations  not  classified  in  the  statistics  totalled  278.  For  the  purpose  of  restoring  appearance  and 
masticatory  function,  11  children  were  fitted  with  partial  dentures,  whilst  on  a more  constructive  basis,  17 
orthodontic  appliances  were  inserted.  Given  an  adequate  staff,  many  more  children  could  derive  benefit 
from  orthodontic  treatment. 

Details  of  dental  inspection  and  treatment  of  children  attending  special  and  independent  schools 
appear  later  in  the  report. 

TABLE  XI.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF  CHILDREN 
ATTENDING  MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : — 


(a)  Periodic  age  groups  10,754 

(b)  Specials  789 

Total  11,543 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  6,915 

Number  referred  for  treatment  5,935 

Number  actually  treated  3,537 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  5,603 

Half-days  devoted  to  : Inspection  104f 

Treatment  1, 0351- 

Total  1,140J 

Fillings  : Permanent  teeth  3,270 

Temporary  teeth  8 

Total  3,278 

Number  of  teeth  filled:  Permanent  teeth  3,030 

Temporary  teeth  8 

Total  3,038 

Extractions  Permanent  teeth  664 

Temporary  teeth  3,799 

Total  4,463 
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Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  351 

Other  operations  : Permanent  teeth  268 

Temporary  teeth  10 


Total  278 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS 

During  the  year  no  schools  were  closed  on  account  of  infectious  disease  and  no  serious  outbreaks  were 
reported. 

TABLE  XII 

This  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  and  other  notifiable  diseases  among  children 
of  compulsory  school  age  during  the  year. 


Disease 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

46 

48 

94 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

104 

144 

248 

(a)  Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Non-paralytic 

2 

— 

2 

Measles  (excluding  rubella) 

28 

19 

47 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  pneumonia 

rr 

i 

6 

13 

Dysentery 

7 

3 

10 

Smallpox 

Acute  Encephalitis — 

~ 

(a)  Infective 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  Post-infectious 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  

1 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

9 

2 

11 

Total  notifications 

205 

222 

427 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  411  boys  and  231  girls  on  the  Handicapped  Pupils  Register  compared 
with  402  boys  and  238  girls  at  the  end  of  1953.  Particulars  of  these  cases  are  given  in  Table  XVI. 

During  the  year  73  pupils  were  newly  ascertained  as  requiring  education  in  special  residential  schools. 
88  were  admitted  to  Special  Residential  Schools  and  Hospital  Schools  and  65  were  discharged. 

9 boys  were  admitted  to  Pudleston  Court  School  for  Educationally  Sub-normal  Pupils  and  8 were 
discharged.  3 of  these  were  reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Section  57/5  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  as  requiring  supervision  after  leaving  school.  There  were  14  boys  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  4 girls  were  admitted  to  the  Haughton  Hall  Special  Residential  School,  Shifnal, 
Salop,  and  4 were  discharged.  One  of  these  was  reported  to  the  Local  Elealth  Authority  under  Section 
57/3  of  the  Education  Act,  1944,  as  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school  and  one  under  Section  57/5. 
Two  girls  were  admitted  to  Maristow  House  Special  School,  Roborough,  near  Plymouth,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  6 girls  were  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission  to  special  schools. 

The  Special  Residential  School  for  Delicate  Children  at  the  “Uplands”,  Folly  Lane,  Hereford 
was  opened  on  the  8th  March,  1954,  when  15  children  were  admitted.  This  number  was  increased  to  13 
boys  and  14  girls  at  the  start  of  the  summer  term.  37  children  were  admitted  and  15  discharged  during 
the  year.  The  age  limit  for  children  at  this  school  is  from  5 to  11  and  at  the  31st  December  there  were 
10  boys  and  3 girls  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission. 

Weekly  lip  reading  classes  were  held  for  partially  deaf  children  at  the  Child  Guidance  Centre,  Hereford, 
by  Miss  N.  Simpson  until  the  end  of  October  when  Miss  E.  Goodwin  resumed. 

One  girl,  aged  3,  is  on  the  waiting  list  for  admission  to  a Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Children.  One  boy  is 
on  the  waiting  list  for  admission  to  a school  for  maladjusted  children  and  one  child  is  to  be  admitted  to 
Hesley  Hall  School,  near  Doncaster,  in  January,  1955. 
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TABLE  XIII  —CASES  REPORTED  TO  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


During  the  year  8 children  were  reported  under  the  provisions  of  Section  57(3)  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944,  as  being  incapable  of  receiving  education  at  school  and  23  were  reported  under  Section  57(5)  as 
requiring  supervision  after  leaving  school. 


Primary 

Seco. 

idary 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Reported  under  Section  : 

57  (3)  

4 

3 

1 

4 

4 

57  (5)  

— 

— 

14 

9 

14 

9 

Total 

4 

3 

14 

10 

18 
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REPORT  ON  THE  CHILD  GUIDANCE  CENTRE 

Two  important  staff  changes,  with  resulting  affects  on  the  activities  of  the  Centre,  have  taken  place 
during  the  past  year.  Firstly,  Dr.  J.  D.  Richardson,  Consultant  Psychiatrist  to  the  Centre,  left  in  June 
to  take  up  an  appointment  in  another  part  of  the  country.  Since  then  his  work  has  been  carried  on  by 
Dr.  I.  A.  Macdonald,  Birmingham,  who  so  far  has  only  been  able  to  attend  the  Centre  once  weekly.  This 
is  naturally  unsatisfactory,  as  insufficient  time  can  be  given  to  the  new  cases,  while  those  children  and  parents 
who  should  re-attend  the  Centre  at  frequent  intervals  for  therapy  are  to  a very  large  extent  neglected. 
The  number  of  cases  on  the  list  for  play  therapy  has  grown  considerably  in  the  past  six  months  and  it  is  sad 
to  see  the  well-equipped  playroom  more  or  less  untenanted  for  so  long. 

On  the  other  hand  a gratifying  addition  to  the  team  has  been  made  by  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Davies 
as  Social  Worker.  Her  work  in  presenting  home  conditions,  social  histories,  etc.  to  the  Psychiatrist  has 
been  of  inestimable  help  in  the  assessment  of  new  cases,  while  the  continued  surveillance  of  patients  in  their 
homes,  her  role  as  advisor  and  helper  of  parents,  etc.  are  proving  of  great  value. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  by  the  Psychiatrist  during  the  year — sub-divided 
into  the  various  age-groups  and  showing  the  sources  of  referral  : — 


TABLE  XIV.— CASES  REFERRED  FOR  PSYCHIATRIC  OPINION 


Referred  by 

Under  5 

5 to  11 

11  and  over 

Total 

Children’s  Officer 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Education  Department 

— 

8 

6 

14 

General  Practitioners 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Health  Visitors 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Juvenile  Court 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Paediatrician 

— 

5 

3 

8 

Other  Specialists  

1 

2 

1 

4 

Parents 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Probation  Officer  

— 

— 

1 

1 

School  Health  Service 

1 

17 

2 

20 

Total 

4 

41 

25 

70 

Percentage 

5.7 

58.6 

35.7 

As  in  the  previous  year  the  main  sources  have  been  (1)  School  Health  Service,  (2)  Education  Depart- 
ment, (3)  General  Practitioners  and  (4)  Paediatrician.  Perhaps  the  only  significant  feature  is  an  increase 
(from  1%  to  10%)  in  the  number  of  cases  referred  by  the  Juvenile  Court,  which  increase  invites  the  comment 
that  the  authorities  here  concerned  are  becoming  more  appreciative  of  the  possible  psychological  causes 
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of  delinquency.  The  total  number  of  cases  referred  is  lower  than  in  the  previous  year — this  is  no  doubt 
the  result  of  reduced  psychiatric  sessions  during  the  second  half  of  1954. 

As  in  previous  years,  Mr.  H.  J.  F.  Taylor,  the  Educational  Psychologist,  in  addition  to  his  work  in  the 
Centre  has  continued  to  visit  the  various  schools  and  institutions  throughout  the  county.  The  majority 
of  cases  seen  by  him  are  primarily  educational  problems  and  do  not  reach  the  psychiatrist. 

Numerically  the  Psychiatric  team  is  now  complete,  but  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  Psychiatrist 
to  hold  a minimum  of  three  sessions  per  week,  and  until  such  a need  is  met  this  section  of  the  service  cannot 
wholly  fulfil  its  purpose. 


PUPILS  WITH  SPEECH  DEFECTS 

The  appointment  of  Miss  E.  J.  Coxhead,  L.C.S.T.,  as  a second  Speech  Therapist  has  enabled  this 
service  to  be  extended  to  Kington  and  further  sessions  have  been  arranged  at  the  other  centres.  Miss 
J.  A.  Goodman  left  at  the  end  of  August  and  her  place  was  taken  by  Miss  I.  W.  Hastings,  L.C.S.T.  who 
begun  duty  in  October. 

Clinics  are  now  held  at  the  following  centres  : — 


Bromyard  Dumbleton  Hall,  Bromyard.  Tuesdays  10  a.m.  to  12  noon, 

Hereford  Child  Guidance  Centre,  Mondays  9-30  a.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Union  Street,  Hereford.  Tuesdays  9-30  a.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Thursdays  2 p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 
Fridays  9-30  a.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Kington  Church  Hall,  Kington.  Thursdays  1-45  p.m.  to  4-15  p.m. 

Ledbury  The  Deanery,  Ledbury.  Tuesdays  2 p.m.  to  4-30  p.m. 

Leominster  Hospital  Hut,  Leominster,  Wednesdays  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

and  District  Hospital,  Leominster. 

Ross-on-Wye  Chepstow  House,  Ross-on-Wye.  Mondays  10-15  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Fridays  10-15  a.m.  to  4 p.m. 


Pudleston  Court  Special  Residential  School  is  visited  weekly  and  four  pupils  are  receiving  speech 
therapy  training.  In  addition  two  children  who  are  unable,  on  account  of  their  physical  condition,  to 
attend  the  nearest  clinic  have  been  visited  in  their  own  homes. 

Co-operation  in  the  schools  is  good,  especially  in  those  visited,  but  co-operation  in  some  homes  still 
leaves  something  to  be  desired. 

The  Hereford  Speech  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  and  there  is  excellent  co-operation 
between  the  Speech  Therapists  and  the  staff  of  the  Centre. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  XVI  that  on  December  31st  there  were  148  children  on  the  Handicapped 
Pupils  Register  classified  as  suffering  from  “Speech  Defect”.  Of  this  number  84  were  attending  the 
various  speech  therapy  clinics  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  11  were  on  the  waiting  list  for  treatment.  The 
remainder  had  been  removed  from  the  list  on  account  of  the  non-co-operation  of  the  parents. 

TABLE  XV.— SPEECH  THERAPY 


Cases  in  attendance  at  beginning  of  year  71 

New  cases  seen  during  1954  78 


Total  cases  149 

Cases  examined  but  found  not  to  require  treatment  1 

Cases  cured  and  discharged  30 

Cases  ceasing  attendance  before  cure  or  discharge  34 

Cases  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  year  84 

Cases  showing  improvement  but  not  discharged  as  cured  47 

Total  number  of  attendances  1,984 

Number  of  children  on  waiting  list  at  end  of  year  11 
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Clinical  Analysis  of  Cases  Treated 


Number  of  children  suffering  from  : — 

(a)  Stammer  39 

(b)  Clutter  1 

(c)  Alalia  5 

(d)  Dysarthria  3 

(e)  Voice  Disorders  : 

(1)  Dysphonia  1 

(2)  Rhinophonia  aperta  4 

(3)  Rhinophonia  clausa 

(f)  Aphasia  1 

(g)  Cleft  palate  4 

(h)  Articulatory  defects  : 

(1)  Multiple  dyslalia  54 

(2)  Simple  dyslalia 8 

(3)  Sigmatism  12 

(i)  Defects  due  to  abnormality  of  special  senses  1 

(j)  Multiple  defects  13 


Total  149 


TABLE  XVI.— HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 


The  number  of  Pupils  ascertained  is  given  in  the  following 
Table  which  shows  the  position  on  31st  December,  1954. 
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TABLE  XVI. — Continued. 


Category 

In 

Special 

Schools 

In 

Maintained 

Schools 

In 

Independent 

Schools 

Mot 

at 

School 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

(e)  Educationally  Sub- 

Normal  

2-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

5-10  vears 

4 

2 

32 

18 

1 

— 

7 

2 

44 

22 

11-15  years 

33 

13 

79 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

112 

62 

Over  15 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(f)  Epileptic — 

2-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

11-15  years 

— 

1 

1 

2 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Over  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(g)  Maladjusted — 

2-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-10  years 

1 

— 

4 

2 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

11-15  years 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

2 

Over  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(h)  Physically  Handicapped 

2-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5-10  vears 

3 

4 

2 

5 

- — 

— 

1 

3 

6 

12 

11-15  years 

5 

5 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Over  15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(i)  Speech  Defects — 

2-5  vears 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

8 

1 

5-10  years 

— 

— 

66 

24 

3 

1 

4 

— 

73 

25 

11-15  years 

— 

— 

30 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

10 

Over  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(!)  Delicate — 

2-5  vears 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

5-10  years 

9 

14 

26 

12 

1 

— 

— 

2 

36 

28 

11-15  years 

1 

3 

9 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

8 

Over  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(k)  Multiple  Defects — 

2-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

9 

JmJ 

— 

5-10  years 

2 

— 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 

6 

11-15  years 

4 

3 

11 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

15 

8 

Over  15 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XVII. 


The  Special  Schools  and  the  number  of  Boys  and  Girls  from  the  County  in  each,  are  shown  hereunder. 


Janu 
1st,  I 

ary 

954 

A dm 
durin 

itted 

gyear 

Disch 

during 

arged 

1 year 

Dece 
3 1st, 

’mber 

1954 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Blind  Pupils — 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Court  Oak  Road,  Harbourne, 
Birmingham,  17 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Sunshine  House,  Court  Grange,  Abbot- 
skerswell,  Devon 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Partially  Sighted  Pupils — 

Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  Court  Oak  Road,  Harbourne, 
Birmingham,  17 

1 

1 

Exhall  Grange  Special  School,  Warwick 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Deaf  Pupils— 

Royal  School  for  Deaf,  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham,  15 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Royal  School  for  the  Deaf,  Friar  Gate, 
Derby 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

Thomasson  Memorial  Special  School, 
Devonshire  Road,  Bolton,  Lancs 

2 

2 

Donnington  Lodge  Residential  Nursery 
School  for  Deaf,  nr.  Newbury,  Berks 

1 

1 

^School  for  Deaf  Children,  Wessington 
Court,  Woolhope 

St.  Thomas’s  School  for  Deaf  Children, 
Darlington  Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 











1 

Royal  Residential  Schools  for  the  Deaf, 
Old  Trafford,  Manchester,  16 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Partially  Deaf  Pupils — 

Liverpool  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf, 
Birkdale,  Southport,  Lancs 

2 

1 

1 

Llandrindod  Wells  Residential  School, 
Llandrindod  Wells,  Rads 

1 

1 

Tewin  Water  School,  nr.  Welwyn,  Herts. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Royal  School  for  Deaf,  Edgbaston,  Birm- 
ham,  15 

1 

1 

Needwood  School  for  the  Partially  Deaf, 
Rangemore  Hall,  Burton-on-Trent 

_ 

_ 

2 







2 



Brighton  School  for  Partially  Deaf,  Oving- 
dean  Hall,  Brighton,  7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 
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TABLE  XVII .—Continued. 


January 

1st,  1954 

Admitted 
during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 

December 

31  st,  1954 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Delicate  Pupils — 

St.  Patrick’s  Open-Air  School,  Hayling 
Island,  Hants 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Hamilton  House  School  of  Recovery, 
Seaford,  Sussex 

1 

1 

St.  Vincent’s  Open  Air  School,  St. 
Saviour’s  Road,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea 

3 

1 

2 

Dedisham  Convalescent  Nursery  School, 
Slinfold,  Sussex 

1 

1 

Frodsham  Hostel  for  Diabetic  Children, 
Frodsham,  Cheshire 

1 

1 

St.  John’s  Open  Air  School,  Woodford 
Bridge,  Essex 

1 

1 

Uplands  Residential  School,  Folly  Lane, 
Hereford 

— — 

— 

16 

18 

7 

5 

9 

13 

Educationally  Sub-Normal  Pupils — 

*Staple  Hill  House,  Wellesbourne,  Warwick 

1 

1 

Haughton  Hall  Residential  School,  Shif- 
nal,  Shropshire  

_ 

10 

4 

_ 

3 

11 

Pudleston  Court  Special  School,  near 
Leominster 

33 

9 

7 

35 

Coin  House  Special  School,  Fairford,  Glos. 
*St.  Christopher’s  School,  Kenwith  Lodge, 
Westbury  Park,  Bristol,  6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

Maristow  House  School,  Roborough,  near 
Plymouth 

— 

— 

• — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Epileptic  Pupils — 

Lingfield  Epileptic  Colony,  Lingfield, 
Surrey 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Soss  Moss  Special  School  for  Epileptic 
Pupils,  Chelford,  Manchester  

1 

1 

St.  Faith’s  Hospital,  London  Road,  Brent- 
wood, Essex 

— 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

Maladjusted  Pupils — 

*Walton  Elm,  Marnhull,  Sturminster  New- 
ton, Dorset 

1 

1 

Bodenham  Manor  School,  Hereford 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Besford  Court  R.C.  School,  Worcester 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Trench  Hall  Residential  School,  Wem, 
Salop 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

Sutcliffe  School,  Winsley  House,  near 
Bradford-on-Avon,  Wilts. 

1 

1 

F 

*Pierrepont  House  School,  Frensham, 
Surrey 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

fc' 
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TABLE  XVII.— Continued. 


January 

1st,  1954 

Admitted 
during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 

Dece 
31  st, 

mber 

1954 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

B. 

G. 

Physically  Handicapped  Pupils — 

Bethesda  House  Special  School,  Salford, 
Lancs 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Oswestry 

5 

1 

9 

8 

9 

6 

5 

3 

Burton  Hill  House  School,  Malmesbury, 
Wilts 

2 

2 

Halliwick  Cripples’  School,  Bush  Hill 
Road,  Winchmore  Hill,  N.21 

1 

1 

The  Palace  School,  Ely,  Cambs. 



1 



— 

— 

— 



1 

Rob  Roy  School,  Barleythorpe  Hall, 
Oakham,  Rutland 

1 

1 

Derwen  Cripples’  Training  College, 
Oswestry 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Chailey  Heritage  Craft  School,  Chailey, 
Sussex 

1 

1 

Welburn  Hall  Special  School,  Kirbymoor- 
side,  Yorks. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pupils  Suffering  from  Speech  Defect — 
Moor  House  School,  Hurst  Green,  Oxted 
Surrey 

1 

_ 

_ 



1 



T 

Pupils  Suffering  from  Multiple  Defects — 
Pudleston  Court  Special  School,  near 
Leominste: 

5 

1 

4 

Derwen  Cripples’  Training  College, Oswestry 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Haughton  Hall  Residential  School,  Shifnal, 
Shropshire 

3 

_ 

1 

2 i 

Lea  House  Diabetic  School,  Ox  Lane, 
Harpenden,  Herts 

1 

_ 

__ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Exhall  Grange  Special  School,  Warwick 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

-1 

— 

— 

Condover  Hall  School,  nr.  Shrewsbury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Hospital  Special  School, 
Malvern  

1 

1 

*Thornbury  House  School,  Thornbury, 
Bristol 

1 

1 

Uplands  Residential  School,  Folly  Lane, 
Hereford 

2 

1 

2 

1 

• 

St.  Patrick’s  Open  Air  School,  Hayling 
Island,  Hants  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 



independent  Special  Schools  assisted  under  Section  6 of  the  Education  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 


TREATMENT  OF  ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS 


No.  of  Pupils  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools  on  the  1st  January,  1954  6 

No.  admitted  during  the  year  29 

Total  number  treated  as  In-patients  35 

No.  discharged  during  the  year  27 

No.  of  Pupils  in  hospitals  or  hospital  schools  on  the  31st  December,  1954  8 

No.  of  Pupils  treated  otherwise,  e.g.,  in  clinics  or  out-patient  departments  246 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN 


Children  of  compulsory  school  age,  employed  out  of  school  hours,  are  required  to  submit  to  medical 
examination  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the  employment  is  not  prejudicial  to  their  health  or  physical  develop- 
ment and  does  not  render  them  unfit  to  obtain  proper  benefit  from  their  education.  During  the  year  52 
children  were  examined  by  School  Medical  Officers  and  granted  certificates. 


NATIONAL  SURVEY  OF  THE  HEALTH  AND  DEVELOPMENT  OF  CHILDREN 

A Joint  Committee  of  the  Institute  of  Child  Health  (University  of  London),  the  Society  of  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  the  Population  Investigation  Committee,  have  been  following  the  health,  growth  and 
development  of  about  6,000  children  born  between  March  3rd  and  9th,  1946,  drawn  from  all  social  classes 
and  from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain. 

Since  the  survey  started  a number  of  children  have  been  withdrawn  by  the  parents  but  the  Committee 
are  still  in  touch  with  92%  of  the  children  enrolled  in  1946.  Three  children  from  this  County  who  had 
been  withdrawn  from  the  survey  were  visited  by  Health  Visitors  as  the  Committee  were  anxious  to  know 
the  reasons  for  their  withdrawal. 

A continuous  absence  record  for  each  child  is  kept  at  the  school  and  in  October  Health  Visitors  visited 
the  14  children  now  living  in  Herefordshire  and  their  reports  were  sent  to  the  Committee. 


TUBERCULOSIS  IN  CHILDREN 

School  age,  when  natural  resistance  to  tuberculous  infection  is  higher  than  it  was  in  infancy  and  higher 
than  it  will  be  in  adolescence,  does  not  present  a relatively  big  problem  in  the  sphere  of  treatment.  The 
great  majority  of  children  who  acquire  their  primary  tuberculous  infection  at  this  age  pass  through  it  with 
little  or  no  disturbance  to  their  health.  A few  require  some  months  of  rest  and  general  building-up,  and 
if  the  home  conditions  are  good  hospital  admission  is  not  usually  necessary.  Only  the  occasional  case  gets 
the  disease  in  more  serious  form  and  requires  intensive  treatment  including  the  use  of  streptomycin,  etc. 

The  most  important  recent  undertaking  with  regard  to  children  of  school  age  is  a preventive  one, 
namely  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  “ School  Leavers  ”.  At  present  this  is  offered  at  the  age  of  13  so  that  for 
a year  or  so  before  the  child  leaves  School  he  or  she  will  still  be  available  for  observation  and  further 
tuberculin  tests  with  a view  to  finding  out  how  long  the  protection  conferred  by  B.C.G.  remains.  It  is 
believed  to  wane  and  sometimes  disappear  within  a few  years,  and  if  the  latter  occurred  the  B.C.G. 
inoculation  will  have  to  be  repeated  to  see  him  through  the  dangerous  period  of  adolescence  The  pro- 
cedure of  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  safe  and  effective  in  preventing  the  more  acute  forms  of  the  disease,  and 
the  scheme  should  be  actively  encouraged. 

In  addition  to  School  Leavers,  B.C.G.  is  offered  to  all  child  contacts  (i.e.,  children  with  a case  or 
infectious  or  potentially  infectious  tuberculosis  in  the  home)  who  on  test  are  tuberculin  negative.  Children 
with  a positive  tuberculin  test  which  indicates  a previous  u natural  ” tuberculous  infection,  do  not  require 
B.C.G.  Attendance  of  child  contacts  at  B.G.G.  clinics  has  been  less  than  satisfactory  and  further  steps 
to  improve  this  are  being  undertaken  : 75  child  contacts  received  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  1954. 

Improvement  in  the  hygiene  of  milk  supplies  is  reflected  in  the  considerably  less  cases  of  glandular 
tuberculosis  seen  in  recent  years. 

B.C.G.  VACCINATION  AT  SCHOOL 

During  the  year  1,028  children  were  offered  B.C.G.  (Bacille  Calmette — Guerin)  Vaccination  by  School 
Medical  Officers  at  school  and  the  parents  of  699  accepted — an  acceptance  rate  of  67.9%.  By  31st  December 
540  children  had  been  tested  with  P.P.D.  (Purified  Protein  Derivative).  Of  this  number  456  or  84.4% 
were  found  to  be  negative  reactors  and  were  all  vaccinated.  The  remaining  84  or  15.6%  were  found  to  be 
tuberculin  positive.  One  child  was  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician. 

School  Medical  Officers  visit  the  schools  again  6-8  weeks  after  the  vaccination  to  examine  the  children’s 
arms  and  note  any  reactions. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY 


The  Dudley  Mobile  Unit  carried  out  Mass  Radiography  Surveys  in  four  Herefordshire  towns  during 
the  year,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  all  pupils  eligible  to  leave  school  in  1954  to  be  X-rayed  unless 
the  parents  objected.  The  following  children  were  examined  : — 


Centre. 

Date  of  Visit. 

Children  examined. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Leominster 

5th  to  12th  April 

180 

164 

344 

Kington 

13th  to  20th  April 

76 

82 

158 

Bromyard 

22nd  to  26th  April  

26 

38 

64 

Ross-on-Wye 

28th  April  to  3rd  May 

80 

114 

194 

362 

398 

760 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PROSPECTIVE  TEACHERS 

Candidates  applying  for  entry  to  training  colleges,  university  departments  of  education,  and  approved 
art  schools  are  required  to  submit  to  X-ray  examination  and  to  a medical  examination  by  a School  Medical 
Officer  of  the  area  in  which  they  live  in  order  to  determine  their  fitness  for  these  courses. 

Arrangements  are  also  made  for  teachers  entering  the  service  of  the  Authority  to  undergo  a medical 
examination,  including  a X-ray  test  of  the  chest,  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  infection. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Authority’s  medical  staff  : — 


Entrants  to  training  colleges,  etc.  59 

Teachers  39 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  SCHOOLS 

When  a school  medical  officer  visits  a school  to  carry  out  medical  inspection  he  prepares  a report 
on  the  school  premises.  This  includes  brief  notes  on  the  sanitary  arrangements,  water  supply,  washing 
accommodation,  canteen  and  sculleries,  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation.  Matters  which  appear  to  require 
attention  or  investigation  are  referred  to  the  Director  of  Education. 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS 

Pudleston  Court  Special  Residential  School  for  Educationally  sub-normal  Boys  is  visited  every  term 
by  a School  Medical  Officer  and  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer. 

The  “Uplands”  Special  Residential  School  for  Delicate  Children  is  visited  by  a School  Medical 
Officer  every  week  when  a group  of  children  is  examined.  This  arrangements  ensures  that  each  child  is 
seen  at  least  twice  a term  and  that  the  Head  Teacher  is  able  to  to  discuss  with  the  Medical  Officer  any  child 
about  whom  she  is  concerned.  The  Principal  School  Dental  Officer  visits  once  a term. 

The  visits  of  a School  Medical  Officer  to  Wessington  Court  School  for  Deaf  Children  every  term 
have  been  continued. 

Bodenham  Manor  School  for  Maladjusted  Children  continues  to  be  visited  each  term  by  the  Principal 
School  Dental  Officer  who  carries  out  such  dentral  treatment  as  may  be  necessary. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTION— 

Number  of  children  examined 

Number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  require  treatment 
For  Defective  Vision 

For  any  other  condition  (excluding  malnutrition, 
dental  disease,  and  infestation  with  vermin) 

Total  individual  pupils 

General  condition  of  pupils  examined  : 

“A”  Good  

“ B ” Fair 
“ C ” Poor 
Re-examinations 


Pudleston 

Court 

47 


5 


22 

24 

1 

72 


“ Uplands  ” 
37 


Wessington 

Court 


— 

3 

— 

3 

1 

9 

35 

14 

1 

2 

120 

27 

22 


TABLE  XVIII. 


Defects  Found  at  First  Examination  : — 

The  following  table  shows  : 

(a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment  ; 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  “observation  ” but  not  requiring  specific  medical 

treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Pudleston 

Court 

“ Uplands  ” 

Wessington 

Court 

Treat- 

ment 

Obser- 

vation 

Treat- 

ment 

Obser- 

vation 

Treat- 

ment 

Obser- 

vation 

Skin 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

— 

7 

— 

5 

■ — - 

2 

(b)  Squint 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

(c)  Other 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ears  (a)  Hearing 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

— 

6 

— 

18 

— 

3 

Speech 

— 

7 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

2 

Lungs 

— 

2 

— 

11 

— 

— 

Developmental  (a)  Hernia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture  

— 

6 

— 

2 

— - 

1 

(b)  Flatfoot 

— 

9 

— 

18 

2 

2 

(c)  Other 

1 

9 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Nervous  System  (a)  Epilepsy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Psychological  (a)  Development 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(b)  Stability 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

Other 

1 

1 

■ 

1 

MEDICAL  TREATMENT 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint — 

Number  of  Pupils  treated 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed 
Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  obtained 
Number  of  attendances  for  treatment 
Orthopedic  and  Postural  Defects — 

Number  treated  as  In-patients  in  Hospital  or  Hospital 
Schools 

Number  treated  otherwise 


Pudleston 

Court 

“Uplands  ” 

Wessington 

Court 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

7 

2 

6 

23 


DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental 
Officers  : — 

PUDLESTON 

Court 

“Uplands” 

Bodenham 

Manor 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  

119 

53 

73 

(b)  Specials 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

119 

53 

73 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 

45 

33 

27 

Number  referred  for  treatment 

45 

33 

25 

Number  actually  treated 

44 

32 

24 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  

68 

32 

25 

Half-days  devoted  to  : Inspection  

2 

1 

ij 

Treatment  

13 

6 

H 

Total 

15 

7 

8 

Fillings  Permanent  teeth  

64 

28 

21 

Temporary  teeth  

— 

— 

— 

Total 

64 

28 

21 

Number  of  teeth  filled  : Permanent  teeth  

58 

24 

19 

Temporary  teeth 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

58 

24 

19 

Extractions  : Permanent  teeth  

10 

4 

3 

Temporary  teeth 

17 

20 

13 

Total  

27 

24 

10 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

— -- 

14 

Other  operations  Permanent  teeth  

6 

— 

— 

Temporary  teeth 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

6 

z 

INDEPENDENT  SCHOOLS 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

Number  of  Schools  inspected  ......  6 

Routine  Medical  Examinations — 


Primary 

1st  Age  Group 

45 

Other  Group 

23 

Total  

— 68 

Secondary 

2nd  Age  Group  

66 

3rd  Age  Group 

48 

Total 

— 114 

Total  Pupils  Examined 


182 


24 


Other  Examinations — 


Special  Examinations  Primary  36 

Secondary  40 

Total  — 76 

Re-examinations  Primary  2 

Secondary  4 

Total  — 6 

Number  of  Individual  Pupils  found  to  require  treatment  : 

For  defective  vision  9 


For  any  other  condition  (excluding  malnutrition,  dental 

disease  and  infestation  with  vermin)  10 

Total  individual  pupils  9 

General  condition  of  the  Pupils  examined  : 

“ A ” (Good)  “ B ” (Fair)  <£  C ” (Poor) 


Number  99  82  1 

Percentage  54.4  45.1  0.5 


TABLE  XIX. 

The  following  table  shows  : — 

(a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment  ; 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  cc  observation”  but  not  requiring  specific  medical  treatment. 


Defect  or  Disease 

Routine  Examinations 

Special  Examinations 

Number  of  D 
Treatment 

ejects  requiring 
Observation 

Number  of  Dt 
Treatment 

fects  requiring 
Observation 

Skin 

2 

4 

1 

1 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

9 

15 

4 

17 

(b)  Squint 

— 

— v 

— 

■ — 

(c)  Other 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ears  ( a ) Hearing 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

3 

7 

— 

6 

Speech  

1 

2 

— 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

3 

— 

2 

Lungs 

— 

2 

— 

5 

Developmental  (a)  Hernia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture  

— 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

1 

13 

5 

3 

(c)  Other 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Nervous  System  (a)  Epilepsy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Psychological  (a)  Development 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Stability 

— ■ 

6 

— 

— 

Other 

2 

' 

2 

25 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT  OF  DAY  PUPILS 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint — 

Under  the  Authority’s  arrangements  : 

Number  of  Pupils  treated  18 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  6 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  obtained  5 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment  20 

By  other  arrangements  : 

Number  of  Pupils  treated  15 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  10 

Number  of  Pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were  obtained  10 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment  17 

Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat — 

Under  the  Authority’s  arrangements  : 

Received  operative  treatment  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  4 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 3 

By  other  arrangements  : 

Received  operative  treatment  for  tonsils  1 

Received  operative  treatment  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  6 

Received  operative  treatment  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  1 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment ......  2 

Orthopcedic  and  Postural  Defects — 

Number  treated  as  In-patients  in  Hospitals  or  Hospital  Schools  — 

Number  treated  otherwise  12 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT— 

Number  of  Pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Dental  Officers  : 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  77 

(b)  Specials  7 

Total  84 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  37 

Number  referred  for  treatment  36 

Number  actually  treated  36 

Attendances  made  by  Pupils  for  treatment  ......  143 

Half-days  devoted  to  : Inspection  1 

Treatment  20J 

Total  21 J 

Fillings  : Permanent  teeth  120 

Temporary  teeth  3 


Total  123 

Number  of  teeth  filled  : Permanent  teeth  113 

Temporary  teeth  3 


Total  116 

Extractions  : Permanent  teeth  12 

Temporary  teeth  25 

Total  37 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction  3 

Other  operations  : Permanent  teeth  9 

Temporary  teeth  — 

Total 9 
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NURSERY  SCHOOLS 


The  White  Cross  Nursery  School  is  visited  once  each  term  by  a School  Medical  Officer  who  examines 
all  children.  In  addition  a School  Nurse  visits  the  school  twice  weekly. 


EIRST  EXAMINATIONS 

Number  of  children  examined  46 

Number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  9 

General  condition  of  the  children  examined  : 

“A”  (Good)  3 

“B”  (Fair)  42 

“C”  (Poor)  I 


RE-EXAMINATIONS 

Number  of  children  examined  24 

Number  of  children  referred  for  treatment  1 


DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  FIRST  EXAMINATION 

TABLE  XX. 

The  following  Table  shows  : 

(a)  Defects  found  to  require  treatment. 

(b)  Defects  requiring  to  be  kept  under  “observation”  but  not  requiring  specific 

medical  treatment. 


Defects  or  Disease 

Number  of  B 
Treatment 

ejects  requiring 
Observation 

Skin 

2 

1 

Eyes  (a)  Vision 

— 

— 

(b)  Squint 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

— 

— 

Ears  (a)  Hearing  

— 

— 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

— 

— 

(c)  Other 

— 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

1 

2 

Speech 

— 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

— 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

— 

Lungs 

— 

— 

Developmental  (a)  Hernia 

— 

- — 

(b)  Other 

1 

— 

Orthopaedic  (a)  Posture 

— 

— 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

— 

1 

(c)  Other 

2 

8 

Nervous  System  (a)  Epilepsy 

1 

I 

(b)  Other 

— 

— 

Psychological  (a)  Development 

— 

2 

(b)  Stability 

— 

2 

Other  

I 

— 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT 


Defects  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat— 

Under  the  Authority’s  arrangements  : 

Received  operative  treatment  for  adenoids  and  tonsils  I 

By  other  arrangements  : 

Received  operative  treatment  for  adenoids  and  tonsils  1 

Orthopedic  and  Postural  Defects — 


Number  treated  as  In-patients  in  Hospitals  or  Hospital  Schools  ......  — 

Number  treated  otherwise  3 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  during  the  past  year  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  develop- 
ment of  physical  education  throughout  the  county.  Improvement  is  particularly  marked  at  primary 
school  level  and  is  largely  due  to  the  lead  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  whose  new  publications* 
cc  Physical  Education  in  Primary  School  ”,  have  done  much  to  create  a better  understanding  of  the  develop- 
ment and  needs  of  the  growing  child. 

The  appointment  of  Miss  J.  E.  Kendall,  Assistant  Organiser  of  Physical  Education,  who  commenced 
duties  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer  term,  has  helped  to  renew  closer  contact  with  teaching  staffs,  and 
made  possible  the  organisation  of  a much  more  comprehensive  series  of  Teachers’  Courses. 

During  1954,  the  programme  of  courses  for  teachers  included  a course  in  athletics  for  men  teachers 
at  Lilleshall  National  Recreation  Centre,  demonstrations  at  the  Local  National  Union  of  Teachers’  Con- 
ference Course,  and  for  teachers  of  physical  education  in  primary  schools  a.  main  course  in  Hereford  and 
subsidiary  courses  in  Kington,  Leominster  and  Bromyard.  All  these  courses  were  very  well  attended  and 
successfully  completed,  and  it  was  encouraging  to  note  the  keen  interest  of  the  teachers  who  attended. 
Further  subsidiary  courses  for  primary  schccl  teachers  have  been  arranged  during  the  spring  term  of  1955 
in  Hereford,  Ross-on-Wye  and  Ledbury. 

The  Herefordshire  Schools’  Sports  Association  continues  to  do  exceedingly  good  work  in  the  promotion 
of  games,  athletics,  swimming  and  other  activities  on  an  inter-school,  district  and  county  basis.  Despite 
its  comparatively  small  school  population,  Herefordshire  achieved  outstanding  athletic  success  in  the  All- 
England  School  Championships  held  at  Ashington  in  July,  1954. 

There  is  an  upward  trend  in  the  standard  of  performance  of  most  organised  games,  especially  Association 
football,  netball  and  rounders.  The  second  Annual  Schools’  Swimming  Gala  was  again  successfully 
organised  on  a county  basis,  and  as  a result,  four  young  swimmers  represented  this  county  at  the  Schools’ 
National  Championships.  Swimming  instruction  during  school  hours  at  the  Corporation  Baths  continues 
to  be  popular  with  children  of  both  primary  and  secondary  school  age,  and  the  results  of  tests  for  beginners 
and  life  saving  have  been  above  average. 


HOUSECRAFT  INSTRUCTION 

The  policy  adopted  some  time  ago  by  the  Education  Committee  that  housecraft  rooms  should  become 
part  of  the  school  premises  and  domestic  subjects  teachers  be  attached  to  school  staffs  was  further  imple- 
mented during  1954. 

A full-time  teacher  was  appointed  to  St.  Mary’s  R.C.  Secondary  School,  Lugwardine,  which  moved 
to  Lugwardine  Court  at  the  end  of  the  summer  term.  A new  post  was  created  at  Kington  where  a teacher 
of  domestic  subjects  and  needlework  has  been  appointed  to  the  staff  of  the  County  Primary  School.  The 
teacher  who  was  formerly  in  charge  of  Kington  C.D.S.  Centre  has  been  transferred  to  the  staff  of  Kington 
Grammar  School,  the  Governors  of  which  have  accepted  the  management  of  the  building. 

There  only  remain  four  tc  Independent  Centres  ” namely  three  at  Ledbury  School  of  Domestic  Economy 
and  one  at  Ross  Walter  Scott  C.D.S.  Centre. 

These  changes  should  benefit  all  those  concerned  by  creating  a closer  contact  between  head  teachers, 
domestic  subjects  teachers,  scholars  and  parents  and  by  removing  the  isolation  of  the  specialist  teacher 
working  in  a centre  independent  of  the  school. 

Cookery  is  taken  as  a subject  in  the  General  Certificate  of  Education  by  girls  of  four  Grammar  Schools 
and  one  Secondary  Modern  School. 
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SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 


1 . Playgrounds 

Repairs  have  been  effected  to  the  playgrounds  at  14  County,  6 Voluntary  Controlled  and  10  Voluntary 
Aided  Schools. 

2.  Heating 

New  stoves  and  grates  have  been  provided  and  repairs  carried  out  to  existing  stoves  and  grates  in  20 
schools.  The  central  heating  systems  at  7 schools  have  been  improved,  and  a new  system  has  been  installed 
at  1 school. 

3.  Equipment 

New  desks  and  tables  (replacements)  have  been  supplied  to  44  schools. 

4.  General  Sanitary  Arrangements 

The  earth  closets  at  2 County  Primary  Schools  have  been  converted  into  water  closets  and  conversion 
work  has  been  commenced  in  two  other  cases. 

The  natural  lighting,  ventilation,  cloakroom  and  washroom  arrangements  at  21  schools  have  been 
improved. 

Drains  have  been  overhauled  and  repaired  in  9 schools. 

Piped  water  supplies  have  been  laid  on  to  4 schools,  and  application  has  been  made  in  two  other 
cases  for  the  public  supply  to  be  brought  to  the  boundary  of  the  school  premises. 

5.  General 

The  following  projects  were  completed  during  the  year  : — 

Whitecross  Secondary  School  for  Boys,  Hereford. 

Bredenbury  Grendon  Bishop  County  Primary  School — 1-classroom  Hut. 

Foxley  Camp — Five-class  Primary  School. 

Kington  Grammar  School — 1-classroom  Hut. 

Canon  Frome  Court — 1-Form  entry  Secondary  School. 

Ross  Grammar  School — 2-classroom  Block. 

Uplands  Special  School  for  Delicate  Children. 

Weobley  County  Primary  School— 2-classroorn  Hut. 

Good  progress  is  being  made  with  the  extensions  at  Pudleston  Court  Special  School. 

Repairs  have  been  effected  to  school  floors  in  18  cases,  and  general  repairs  and  renovations  carried 
out  at  100  schools. 

Electric  light  has  been  installed  in  9 schools. 


PROVISION  OF  SCHOOL  MEALS  AND  MILK 

The  school  meal  continues  to  be  a potent  factor  in  the  education  of  the  child  and  during  the  year 
there  has  been  a swing  back  of  the  pendulum  in  the  number  of  meals  served  showing  the  highest  increase 
for  the  past  few  years. 

One  new  kitchen  has  been  opened  at  a new  school,  one  new  dining  centre  at  a transferred  school  and 
at  an  existing  school  one  dining  centre  receiving  a container  meal  which  has  started  family  service,  the 
latter  being  a new  venture  on  a large  scale  in  this  county. 

A one-day  training  course  for  supervisors  and  senior  cooks  was  held  in  September,  the  themes  being 
“ Spotlight  on  Hygiene”  and  4C  Maintenance  of  Equipment”.  The  course  was  well  attended. 

During  the  autumn  of  this  year  negotiations  were  started  to  bring  into  force  the  new  arrangements 
for  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  as  laid  down  by  the  Minister  of  Education.  The  number  of  schools  being 
supplied  with  milk  has  been  increased  although  there  are  still  difficulties  in  obtainng  the  full  service  com- 
plete with  third  pint  bottles  with  straws.  We  are  indebted  to  the  co-operation  of  our  school  meals  transport 
contractors  in  accepting  milk  on  their  vans  for  delivery  to  the  schools. 
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